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SUPPLEMENTARY EXERCISES
for

TEACH YOURSELF HINDI

Rupert Snell
HINDI URDU FLAGSHIP, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

rupertsnell@mail.utexas.edu

These exercises were originally written for the first edition of Teach Yourself Hindi (1989)
and have been adapted for use with the second edition (2000); some slight mismatches of
content may have occurred as a result.  

When doing exercises based on ‘boxed’ sentence components, follow any combination of
components that makes logical sense;  the order of items in each box is random.  E.g.:

He

Ram

Sita

They

The children

We

I

Who?

am/is/are

was   /were

glad that

sorry that

aware that

he

Sita

you

they

Mrs Patel

the old woman

we

you people

is/are/was/were here

like/ likes Delhi

is/was/were not well

has/have/had a cold

has/have/    had a fever   

like/likes this house

is/are/was/were in London

is/are/was/were OK

Remember that your accuracy can be dramatically improved by careful checking of what
you have written.  In particular, check agreements of number, gender, and case.

Exercises for units 1-5 are given in roman transliteration in separate sections following the
Devanagari versions.
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1 A Fill the gap with the appropriate verb form — hUÅ, ho, hE or  hE# :

1 vh åadmI pMjabI ........ ≥
2 ˚ya ye åadmI paikßtanI ........ ?
3 nmßte ram ≥  ˚ya åap gujratI ........ ?
4 mE# jmRn nhI# ........ , åÅÄe¿j ........ ≥
5 hm log ih~dU nhI# ........ , leikn yh åadmI ih~dU ........ ≥
6 pIqr, ˚ya tum åÅÄe¿j ........ ?  nhI#, mE# jmRn ........ ≥
7 ˚ya tum dono# åÅÄe¿j ........ ?  nhI#, hm jmRn ........ ≥
8 suxIla gujratI ........,  leikn suxIl åOr riv dono# pMjabI ........ ≥
9 ˚ya åap ram ........  ?  jI haÅ, mE# ram ........   ≥
10 ˚ya ve do åadmI DobI h#E ? jI nhI#, i¿P¬m-ßqar ........ ≥
Write responses to this one-sided dialogue, with yourself as the second ‘speaker’:

11 nmßte ≥  mE# ram hUÅ ≥
12 ˚ya åap jmRn hE# ?
13 åOr yh lÂ\ka kOn hE ?
14 ˚ya ye dono# lÂ\ikyaÅ ih~dußtanI hE# ?
15 åOr ve log kOn hE# ?
16 åçCa, nmßte ≥

1 B Read the passage and answer the questions:

nmßte, mE# r¿PI¿k hUÅ ≥  mE# ih~dußtanI nhI# hUÅ, paikßtanI hUÅ ≥  mata-ipta dono# pMjabI hE# ≥  hm log

paÅc hE#  – matajI, iptajI, cacajI, nsrIn åOr mE# ≥  nsrIn CoqI hE, leikn mE# bÂ\a hUÅ ≥  yh

Gr bÂ\a nhI# hE, Coqa hE, åOr hm paÅc log hE# ÷  leikn mkan åçCa hE åOr sa¿P hE ≥  ve dono#

åadmI jmRn hE – gußqav åOr rGu ≥  rGu ih~dU hE, leikn gußqav ih~dU nhI# hE ≥

1 ˚ya r¿PI¿k BartIy hE ? .........
2 ˚ya mata-ipta gujratI hE# ? .........
3 ˚ya r¿PI¿k åOr nsrIn dono# bÂ\e hE# ? .........
4 ˚ya dono# jmRn åadmI ih~dU hE# ? .........
5 ˚ya vh Coqa mkan gMda hE ? .........
6 åOr åap?  ˚ya åap pMjabI hE# ? .........
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1 A Fill the gap with the appropriate verb form:

1 vah ådm¥ pañjåb¥ ........ .
2 kyå ye ådm¥ påkistån¥ ........ ?
3 namaste Råm. kyå åp gujaråt¥  ........ ?
4 ma∞ jarman nah∞ ........,  ãgrez ........ .
5 ham log hindË nahÇ ........ , lekin yah ådm¥ hindË ........ .
6 P¥†ar, kyå tum ãgrez ........ ?  nahÇ, ma∞ jarman ........ .
7 kyå tum donõ ãgrez ........ ?  nahÇ, ham jarman ........ .
8 Suß¥lå gujaråt¥ ........ , lekin Suß¥l aur Ravi donõ pañjåb¥ ........ .
9 kyå åp Råm ........ ?  j¥ h∆, ma∞ Råm ........ .
10 kyå ve donõ ådm¥ dhob¥ ........ ?  j¥ nahÇ, film-s†år ........ .

Write responses to this one-sided dialogue, with yourself as the second ‘speaker’:

11 namaste.    ma∞ Råm h.
12 kyå åp jarman ha∞ ?
13 aur yah la®kå kaun hai ?
14 kyå ye donõ la®kiy∆ hindustån¥ ha∞ ?
15 aur ve log kaun ha∞ ?
16 acchå, namaste.

1 B Read the passage and answer the questions:

namaste, ma∞ Raf¥q h.  ma∞ hindustån¥ nahÇ h, påkistån¥ h.  måtå-pitå donõ pañjåb¥ ha∞.  ham log

p∆c ha∞ – måtåj¥, pitåj¥, cåcåj¥, Nasr¥n aur ma∞.  Nasr¥n cho†¥ hai, lekin ma∞ ba®å h.  yah

ghar ba®å nahÇ hai, cho†å hai, aur ham p∆c log ha∞!  lekin makån acchå hai aur såf hai.  ve donõ

ådm¥ jarman ha∞ – Gus†åv aur Raghu.  Raghu hindË hai, lekin Gus†åv hindË nahÇ hai.

1 kyå Raf¥q bhårat¥y hai? .........
2 kyå måtå-pitå gujaråt¥ ha∞? .........
3 kyå Raf¥q aur Nasr¥n donõ ba®e ha∞? .........
4 kyå donõ jarman ådm¥ hindË ha∞? .........
5 kyå vah cho†å makån gandå hai? .........
6 aur åp?  kyå åp pañjåb¥ ha∞? .........
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2 A Fill the gap with an appropriate noun or adjective, using as much variety as possible.

1 ˚ya raDa ........ hE ?    jI nhI#, vh ........ hE ≥
2 ˚ya riv  ........ hE ?   jI nhI#, vh ........ nhI# hE,  ........ hE≥
3 ˚ya ¨ma åOr ¨za bhut  ........ hE# ?   jI haÅ, åOr ve  ........ BI hE# ≥
4 å¿Psos hE, ve log  ........ nhI# hE# ≥  riv BI  ........ nhI# hE ≥
5 ˚ya tum  ........ ho ?  jI nhI#,  ........ nhI# hUÅ,  ........ hUÅ ≥

Fill the gap with  ˚ya, kOn, kEsa or iktna,  with appropriate agreement.

6 ram ........ hE ?  ˚ya vh iv•aTIR hE ?
7 yh iktab ........ mhÅgI hE ?     ........ yh bhut mhÅgI hE ?
8 ram ........ åadmI hE ?     ........ vh bhut bura åadmI hE ?
9 yhaÅ ........ log hE#,   åOr ve ........ hE# ?
10 ram ........ lMba hE ?  åOr vh Coqa lÂ\ka ........ hE ?

2 B Translate these contrasted sentences:

1 ram BI moqa hE ≥ ram moqa BI hE ≥
2 émod BI lMba hE ≥ émod lMba BI hE ≥
3 ˚ya yh mkan BI sßta hE ? ˚ya yh mkan sßta BI hE ?
4 ˚ya yh å¿Kbar BI mhÅga hE ? ˚ya yh å¿Kbar mhÅga BI hE ?
5 ˚ya tum BI ¿Kux ho ? ˚ya tum ¿Kux BI ho ?

Convert singular to plural.

MODEL:   vh bUÂ|a åadmI åçCa hE ≥      æ      ve bUÂ|e åadmI åçCe hE# ≥

6 yh bçca QIk nhI# hE, bImar hE ≥

7 mE# lMba nhI# hUÅ, Coqa hUÅ ≥

8 vh lÂ\kI kEsI hE ?  ˚ya vh åçCI hE ?

9 vh me¿j sa¿P nhI# hE, bhut gMdI hE ≥

10 yh å¿Kbar sßta hE leikn bhut åçCa nhI# hE ≥
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2A Fill the gap with an appropriate noun or adjective, using as much variety as possible.

1 kyå Rådhå .......... hai ?     j¥ nahÇ, vah .......... hai.
2 kyå Ravi .......... hai?  j¥ nahÇ, vah .......... nahÇ hai, .......... hai.
3 kyå Umå aur U∑å bahut .......... ha∞?   j¥ h∆, aur ve .......... bh¥ ha∞.
4 afsos hai, ve log .......... nahÇ ha∞.   Ravi bh¥ .......... nahÇ hai.
5 kyå tum .......... ho?  j¥ nahÇ, .......... nahÇ h, .......... h.

Fill the gap with  kyå, kaun, kaiså or kitnå,  with appropriate agreement.

6 Råm ........ hai ?      .......... vah vidyårth¥ hai ?
7 yah kitåb .......... mahãg¥ hai?      .......... yah bahut mahãg¥ hai?
8 Råm .......... ådm¥ hai?     .......... vah bahut burå ådm¥ hai?
9 yah∆ .......... log ha∞,  aur ve .......... ha∞?
10 Råm .......... lambå hai ?   aur vah cho†å la®kå .......... hai?

2B Translate these contrasted sentences.

1 Råm bh¥ mo†å hai. Råm mo†å bh¥ hai.
2 Pramod bh¥ lambå hai. Pramod lambå bh¥ hai.
3 kyå yah makån bh¥ sastå hai? kyå yah makån sastå bh¥ hai?
4 kyå yah a    kh    bår bh¥ mahãgå hai? kyå yah å    kh    bår mahãgå bh¥ hai?

5 kyå tum bh¥     kh    uß ho? kyå tum     kh    uß bh¥ ho?

Convert singular to plural.

MODEL:   vah bË®hå ådm¥ kaun hai?      >      ve bË®he ådm¥ kaun ha∞?

6 yah baccå †h¥k nahÇ hai, b¥mår hai.

7 ma∞ lambå nahÇ h, cho†å h.

8 vah la®k¥ kais¥ hai?   kyå vah acch¥ hai?

9 vah mez såf nahÇ hai, bahut gand¥ hai.

10 yah a    kh    bår sastå hai lekin bahut acchå nahÇ hai.
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3 A Add an appropriate postposition (me#, pr, ko, tk  or  se ) to each noun.

MODEL:   kmra      æ      kmre me#

1 lÂ\ka
2 lÂ\ikyaÅ
3 me¿j
4 me¿je#
5 do åadmI
6 ´k mkan
7 raja

8 kmre
9 bçca
10 iKÂ\kI
11 drva¿ja
12 Gr
13 l~dn
14 rat

15 dono# DobI
16 pMKa
17 prde
18 dono# Gr
19 jUte
20 bçce

Translate:

21 The boy is in the room.

22 There is a boy in the room.

23 The shirts are on the  chair.

24 There are shirts on the chair.

25 Both books are in the cupboard. 

26 There are two books in the cupboard.

27 What is on the table?

28 Is there a fan on the table?

29 Is the fan on the table?

30 Is Lucknow (lKnË m.) far from Delhi ?

3 B Translate:

1 this large room in this large room

2 two nights up to two nights

3 those big doors on those big doors

4 this blue pencil with this blue pencil

5 the other girl from the other girl

6 that expensive hotel in that expensive hotel

7 this clean kitchen in  this clean kitchen

8 this old man from this old man

9 those old cupboards on those old cupboards

10 these tall students from these tall students

Fill the gap with an appropriate adjective, using as much variety as possible.

11 yh ka¿PI ....... kmra hE;  leikn vh dUsra kmra bhut ....... hE ≥
12 ^s ....... kmre me# do ....... iKÂ\ikyaÅ hE# ≥
13 ^s tßvIr me# ....... åadmI åOr ....... åOrte# hE# ?
14 ˚ya ¨n ....... Gro# me# sb kmre ....... hE# ?
15 ^n ....... xhro# me# bhut ....... gaiÂ\yaÅ hE# ≥
16 dUsrI ....... kurisyo# pr kÈ ....... koq hE# ≥
17 vh ....... saman åBI tk ^n  ....... kmro# me# hE ≥
18 dono# ....... plMgo# pr ....... cadre# hE# ≥
19 ....... xhr me# iktne ....... Gr hE# ?
20 ¨s ....... ålmarI me# ....... iktabe# hE# ≥
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3 A Add an appropriate postposition (m¢, par, ko, tak or se ) to each noun.

MODEL:   kamrå      >      kamre m¢

1 la®kå
2 la®kiy∆
3 mez
4 mez¢
5 do ådm¥
6 ek makån
7 råjå
8 kamre
9 baccå
10 khi®k¥
11 darvåzå
12 ghar
13 landan
14 råt
15 donõ dhob¥
16 pa∫khå
17 parde
18 donõ ghar
19 jËte
20 bacce


